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Professor Ray L. Hart and associate professor James W. Flanagan of the 
University of Montana religious studies faculty have been awarded research 
fellowships for the 1980-1981 academic year by the National Endowment for the 
Humanities.
Hart's fellowship is for a study of Goethe's theory of nature and how that 
poses an alternative to the modern manipulation of the environment in the name 
of salvation-history. This project represents the sequel to Hart's "Unfinished 
Man and the Imagination," a work on the theory of the imagination and its role 
in Christian theology.
Flanagan, chairman of religious studies, will divide his research project 
between England and Jordan. During the fall he will be working on the origins 
of empire in the ancient Near East as a fellow in the Department of Social 
Anthropology at the University of Cambridge, England.
In January he will continue his research at the American Center for 
Oriental Research in Arman, Jordan. Flanagan is part of an archeological 
expedition in search of the biblical cities of Sodom and Gomorrah in the 
southeastern Dead Sea Plain.
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